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LOUISE. I wish I could go to New York.

ENOCH, JR. What are you goin’ to do after you graduate?

LOUISE. (Lowering her voice, as BILLY and FRIEND enter
left.) Listen, Enoch - ken you keep a secret?

(JUNIOR solemnly crosses his heart and
spits.)

BILLY. (7o HEAVENLY FRIEND.) Can she see me?
1ST HEAVENLY FRIEND. Only if you want her to.

(They remain silent observers of the scene,
BILLY standing by the trellis, 1ST HEAVENLY
FRIEND extreme downstage left.)

ENOCH, JR. Well, what’s the secret?

LOUISE. I'm goin’ to be an actress. There’s a Troupe comin’
through here next week. I met a feller - says he’s the
advance man, or somethin’ - says he’ll help me!

ENOCH, JR. (Horrified.) You mean run away?

(She puts her fingers to her lips to shush him.
BILLY winces. 1ST HEAVENLY FRIEND watches
BILLY.)

I won't let you do it, Louise.
LOUISE. How’ll you stop me?

ENOCH, JR. I'll marry you. That’s how. The hardest thing’ll
be to persuade Papa to let me marry beneath my
station.
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LOUISE. You needn’t bother about marryin’ beneath your
station! I wouldn’t have you. And I wouldn’t have that
stuck-up buzzard for a father-in-law if you give me a
million dollars!

(BILLY looks at 1ST HEAVENLY FRIEND and
smiles, happy over this.)

ENOCH, JR. (Outraged, kit in a tender spot.) You're a fine
one to talk about my father! What about yer own? A
cheap barker on a carousel - and he beat your mother!

LOUISE. (Giving JUNIOR a good punch.) You get out of
here! You sleeky little la-de-da!

(Spins him around and aims a well-directed
kick at him. BILLY, seeing all this, puts out his
foot and trips JUNIOR just as he is passing
him.)

I'll - T'll kill you - you ~

(JUNIOR, bajffled, runs out left. LOUISE
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suddenly faced BASCOMBE on the whar.



